
LESSON 1 

THE SANSKRIT ALPHABET 
1. 	 The Vowels-There are 13 vowels in the Sanskrit alphabet. 

They are divided into simple vowels and diphthongs. 
Every simple vowel, except the last, last shows a short and a 

long form. 

{ short: 13l a ~ '3" U IJf't; r ~ I 
Simple vowels I . .g. 	 . 

ong : GlT a >t i a; U ~ r 

Diphthongs : ~ e 1t ai err 0 an au . 


2. 	 The Consonants-The Sanskrit consonants are classified according 
to the organs of prononl1ciation. There are five categories: those 

pronounced from the throat are called gutturals; those pronounced 
from the palate are called palatals; those pronounced frolll the 
roof of the mouth are called cerebrals; those pronounced frolll the 
teeth are called dentals; those pronounced frolll the lips are called 
labials-The Sanskrit names for those five categories are: 

Efioa~, <:1T<:'5c:!:j', ~l;;:lf, ~=Q', afrl'(9;j 

Each category contains seven consonants: 5 mutes, 1 semi-vowel 
and 1 sibilant. The five mutes of each category are divided as follows: 
2 hard mutes, one nOll-aspirate, the other aspirate; 3 soft mutes, one 
non aspirate, the second aspirate and the third nasal. The semi-vowels 
are soft, the sibilants are hard. 

M UTE S 
~.-------.~--'------.. ----------......., 


Hard Hard Soft Soft Soft Semi- Sibi· 
non-asp. aspirate nOll-asp. aspirate nasal vowels Jants 

GU~~:':--T:;-ka ~ ~ khaT~ ga I ~ gha I ~ ila (it ha)1 : 1,1 
-----,-~~--.~-- -- .._----/-_. .:--_. ,------_.- . 	 .-- ­~-I----~ 

PALATAI.s 'if ea ~ cha , iW.ia I ~ Jha I ;;,"f fia If ya ~ ~a 
, ----- ------­

~_~~BR~LS -~--ta-- -~5h-~-I[;j~j~ 	 ra~ q ~,a::: I--~~-DBNTALS .. . a ta ~ tha ! ~ da .. Il-:r ii5 la usa 
-----~---j- ­

~~~~~---.--- --~. pa -:~-~l~~-! ~~-; bha! if rna er va : 1,1, 

1 


