LESSON 1
THE SANSKRIT ALPHABET

1. The Vowels—There are 13 vowels in the Sanskrit alphabet.
They are divided into simple vowels and diphthongs.
Every simple vowel, except the¢ last, last shows a short and a
long form. 4
short: s a g i § u % r & |
long : e1a § 1 & 0 | 1
Diphthongs : ¥ ¢ ¥ ai aY o i} au
2. The Consonants—The Sanskrit consonants are classified according
to the organs of pronouaciation. There are five categories : those
pronounced from the throat are called gutturals ; those pronounced
from the palate are called palatals; those pronounced from the
roof of the mouth are called cerebrals ; those pronounced from the
teeth are called dentals; those pronounced from the lips are called
labials—The Sanskrit names for those five categories are :

071, AT, YA, A, ol

Each category contains seven consonants : 5 mutes, 1 semi-vowel
and 1 sibilant. The five mutes of cach category are divided as follows :
2 hard mutes, one non-aspirate, the other aspirate ; 3 soft mutes, one
non aspirate, the second aspirate and the third nasal. The semi-vowels
are soft, the sibilants are hard.
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Simple vowels {

GUTTURALS #% ka @kha|wga |9gha®na |(gha)| :h
Pauatas | ca Goha | Wia |wiha| stha |@ya | @t
Commrais | 2ta (3tha |®da |gdha|Wna |Tra |9
Dentais | dta |9tha |zda |udha|ana |mla |@sa
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